Accelerated onset of pancuronium with divided doses.
To determine the consequences of administering neuromuscular relaxants in divided doses, pancuronium was given either in a single dose, 0.07 mg X kg-1, or in an initial dose of 0.007 mg X kg-1 followed three minutes later with 0.063 mg X kg-1. When the drug was administered in divided dosage the onset time was reduced, the block was more intense and its duration of action was prolonged. It is suggested that such changes may be advantageous in the provision of rapid intense paralysis.